“The role of young
people (in Jordan)
should go beyond
universities and
educational
institutions, rather,
their talents and
capabilities must
be invested in
effecting the
positive change
in all fields and
participation
in the political
life because the
youth represent
the largest
component of
(the Jordanian)
society. Youth
must lead the
reform and create
the positive
transformation.”

In Presence of Minister of Digital
Economy and Entrepreneurship,
JUST Signs an Agreement to
Establish Cisco Academies
at Yarmouk and Al al-Bayt
Universities
JUST
signed
a
memorandum
of
understanding
with
Yarmouk and Al al-Bayt
universities at the Ministry
of
Digital
Economy
and
Entrepreneurship
in order to establish
Cisco
academies
at
Yarmouk and Al al-Bayt
universities. The Cisco Academy Support Center at JUST will provide training
and technical support for Cisco academies at Yarmouk and Al al-Bayt
universities. The agreement will develop the skills of students in the field of
information and communication technology and open job opportunities for
them in the local and global market.
The agreements were signed by JUST President, Prof. Sa’eb Khresat, the
President of Yarmouk University, Prof. Zeidan Kafafi, the President of Al alBayt University, Prof. Adnan Al-Atoom, and the Manager of Jordan Region
at Cisco, Mr. Ala’ Al-Masri, in the presence of the Minister of Digital Economy
and Entrepreneurship, Eng. Muthana Gharaibeh, and the Consultant of Cisco’s
Corporate Social Responsibility Programs in the Middle East, Eng. Mohamad
Jinini.
Cisco Networking Academy is a program run by Cisco as part of its corporate
social responsibility. The program includes about 12,000 academies around
the world and more than two million students graduate annually with the
skills required by the labor market and qualify them to obtain specialized
international certificates. It is noteworthy that Cisco Academy at JUST is the
first academy in the Middle East and Africa, which today include about 2000
academies.

The Minister of Digital Economy and Entrepreneur, Eng. Muthana Gharaibeh,
praised the importance of this agreement, which seeks to provide the
necessary skills for students to be able to enter the labor market efficiently
and competently to accommodate the requirements of the renewable labor
market.
Mr. Al-Masri emphasized that Cisco Networking Academy offers a broad
and in-depth curriculum in the field of information and communication
technology in a modern way that includes a variety of learning methods
and simulation programs to meet the changing demand for information and
communications technology skills, including big data and analytics, cloud
computing, cybersecurity, and automation.

JUST Industrial Engineering Team
Wins the First Place in the Hult
Prize Via Remote Competition

A team of industrial engineering
students at the Faculty of
Engineering at JUST won first
place in the Hult Prize regional
remote (online) competitions.
These
competitions
were
scheduled to be held in Toronto
- Canada.
JUST President, Prof. Sa’eb
A. Khresat, said that JUST
represents an incubator to
support and care for creators
from both the university and the
local community, as it includes
a set of facilities and integrated
services to support and care
for creators and entrepreneurs,
develop their skills and develop
their creativity through the
Center of Excellence for
Innovative Projects.
The Dean of the College of Engineering, Prof. Suhil Kiwan, emphasized that
the College of Engineering has set its sights since its foundation to educate
the students, provide them with knowledge and sciences, support them with
experiences to unleash their capabilities and energies, enhance the spirit of
research and inquiry, develop leadership and creativity, and support their
innovation capabilities.
Dr. Mohammed Almomani, the Head of the Industrial Engineering Department,

pointed
out
the
department’s
interest in developing study plans
based on stimulating creativity and
supports the ability to innovate.
The department offers courses as
product development, innovation
and entrepreneurship, and invites
lecturers and organizes scientific visits
to bodies and institutions that foster
creativity and innovation. In addition
to participating in the strategic
projects offered by the college,
which aim to provide students with
competencies and skills that help
them to start building their projects
after graduation.
The idea of the project “Amtea”,
launched by students of the Industrial
Engineering Department, “Hajar AlKhdour, Omar Nofal, Anas Hayajneh,
and Abdul Rahman Sadr”.
The project aims to prepare new ways to ship goods at a lower cost than
traditional freight companies, by creating an electronic platform that links
merchandise owners with travelers who have space in their bags, after
processing the information available about their destinations, flight times
and weights available to allow them to be rented by others. Thus, the traveler
benefits from the paid fee along with the reduction of the freight costs for
merchandise owners.

ACPE Accreditation Delegation
Visits Faculty of Pharmacy

A delegation of the American Accreditation Council for Pharmacy
Education (ACPE) visited the Faculty of Pharmacy for the purpose of
extending the accreditation that the college was awarded two years ago.
The delegation reviewed the preparations of the Faculty of Pharmacy
in terms of facilities, academic programs and teaching plans regarding
their conformity with the American accreditation standards.
At the end of the visit, the delegation met with Prof. Khalid El-Salem,
Vice President of the university accompanied by the Dean of the Faculty
of Pharmacy Prof. Sayer Al-Azzam and Vice Dean of the Faculty of
Pharmacy for Accreditation Affairs Dr. Nizar Al-Shar’i and Director of
the International Relations Office Dr. Abdallah Alzoubi.
The delegation praised the level of the Faculty of Pharmacy and its
compliance with the standards for teaching pharmacy in the United
States of America. At the end of the meeting, Prof. Al-Salem affirmed that
obtaining international accreditation is part of the university’s strategic
plan, which is in line with the university’s advancement in global ranking
among other international universities.

ICICS 2020 The 11th International
Conference on Information and
Communication Systems

The
Faculty
of
Computer & Information
Technology (CIT) at JUST
is organizing the 11th
International Conference
on
Information
and
Communication Systems
(ICICS 2020) during April
7-9, 2020 in an online
manner because of the
bad conditions that the
world live due to the
Coronavirus disease or COVID-19.
ICICS 2020 is a forum for scientists, engineers, and practitioners to present
their latest research results, ideas, developments, and applications in several
areas of Computer and Information Sciences. ICICS2020 is an annual
conference and this version is the eleventh of a series that was started in
2009. ICICS2020 is organized by (CIT) at JUST and patronized by JUST
President, Prof. Sa’eb Khresat.
The Dean of CIT, Prof. Ismail Hmeidi, and the college team put great effort
to raise the level the conference to an international standard and to attract
international scientists. The topics covered in the ICICS 2020 include, Big
Data Analytics and Business Intelligence, Web Services and Service Oriented
Architecture, Cloud, Parallel, Distributed and High Performance Computing,
E-Learning, E-Government and E-Health, Internet of Things and Ambient
Intelligence, Semantic Web and Data Knowledge Management, Agent
Systems, Intelligent Computing and Applications, Multimedia, Computer
Vision and Image Processing, Natural Language Processing, Networking,

Communications, Sensor Networks and Mobile Computing, Security and
Privacy, Social Networks and Recommender Systems, Software Engineering,
Computer Architecture, VLSI, Embedded Systems and Robots.
The manuscripts presented to this conference underwent a thorough
review process. The accepted papers will be published and indexed by
IEEE Xplore Digital Library. The conference will bring together experts,
professionals, government officials, leaders of international organizations
from the public and private sectors from more than 40 countries and more
than 225 authors. It will inform participants of the latest findings of research
and development projects in the field of Information and Communication
technology.
The program committee of ICICS’20 accepted 76 papers out of 132
reviewed submissions. The papers came from a rich mix of authors all
over the world. The final program includes authors from 32 countries and
over 35 organizations. In total, the 132 submitted papers received more
than 350 reviews. The revised accepted papers constitute the conference
proceedings. For more details kindly visit the conference official page at
http://www.just.edu.jo/icics/icics2020/.

ADQAC at JUST Holds a
Second Distance Workshop
for Academic Promotion
During the Corona Pandemic

In light of JUST policy in
sustaining its operations
under the global exceptional
circumstances and following
the governmental guidelines
of COVID 19 pandemic. The
Academic
Development
and
Quality
Assurance
Center (ADQAC) and in
collaboration
with
the
Center for E-Learning and
Open Education Resources
at JUST organized a second academic promotion workshop using distance
learning entitled “Basics of Distance Education”. The purpose was to enhance the
professional development of the academic staff and develop their educational
capabilities to teach students effectively using different methods that utilize
technology in education.
The subject of the 3-day workshop, which was convened between June 7th and 9th
for 4 hours a day, was selected to align and to better deal with the current Corona
pandemic circumstances in higher education in Jordan and serve the current and
future utility of distance education. Dr. Mahmoud Hammad, the Deputy Director
of Center for E-Learning and Open Education Resources at JUST delivered the
workshop for 24 participants from various JUST colleges who expressed their
apparent satisfaction through their evaluation of the workshop.
The workshop was coordinated by Assistant Director of ADQAC Dr. Noor AlMortadi who closely followed this safe running of the workshop. The Director of
ADQAC, Prof. Mohamad Al -Widyan, said the same workshop was conducted
earlier in April 21-23, 2020 during the pandemic. Both workshops witnessed a great
interest from the participants who added their positive feedback and showed the
necessity of delivering this workshop to as many faculty members as possible in
the future.

JUST Organizes the Karama
Competition for Online
Programming

The Faculty of Computer and Information Technology at JUST organized the
first online programming competition in the Kingdom with the participation
of more than 500 students from more than 22 Jordanian public and private
universities including around 50 distinguished school students in the field
of programming from top schools in Jordan. The competition was held
on the anniversary of the Battle of Karama on Saturday, 3/21/2020. The
Karama Programming Competition is the first competition in Jordan that
is nationally organized to include all Jordanian universities for competitive
programming and problem solving, whether it is actual or online.
JUST President, Prof. Sa’eb Khresat, said that JUST has always been proactive
in activating the role of technology in crises and special circumstances as
the competition was transformed completely online rather than to be at
the university campus. He wished that it would be a unique experience in
this field and that students would receive the desired benefit from such
activities.
The competition of students is to solve various problems in what is known
as (Problem Solving). It is one of the most important software concepts
that is a prerequisite for working in major technology companies. The
competition is held under the main auspices of the Al Hussein Fund for
Creativity and Excellence, and its supported from Atypon, Oracle, SDK,
technical support from the Information and Communications Technology
Center, the e-learning center, open learning resources and the Center for
Excellence for Creative Projects.

Defense of a Master Thesis at
JUST Via ZOOM Technology

A Master Thesis in civil engineering was defended through the e-learning
platform using visual communication technology via the ZOOM application
at JUST. The graduate student Mohammad Osama Alta’amneh, from the
Faculty of Engineering - Department of Civil Engineering.
The Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, Professor Suhil Kiwan said that the
university has decided to keep moving forward with the teaching process in
these difficult and exceptional circumstances implementing the vision and
directives of His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al-Hussein. With guidance from
the university’s president; Prof. Sa’eb Khresat, the university is providing all
the necessary means and procedures required for the continuation of the
academic life and the e-learning process distantly.

JUST-CRS Organizes An
Educational And Professional
Development Program Through
Maharat Online Platform
JUST-CRS
has
conducted a series of
webinars as part of its
continuing
education
and
professional
development
of
occupational therapists
and physical therapists
in Jordan as well as the
Arab world. This webinar
program is cordially
sponsored by JUSTCRS; a funded project by the Erasmus+ Program of the European Union
entitled (Establishment of an interdisciplinary Clinical rehabilitation sciences
master program at JUST JUST-CRS). The online webinars were conducted in
collaboration with JUST Maharat Platform; a new free E-Learning platform
for all, hosted by the Centre for E-Learning & Open Educational Resources,
Jordan University of Science & Technology.
The program consisted of a number of online webinars presented by a number
of Rehabilitation Sciences professors including Dr. Khader Almhdawi, Dr.
Saddam Kanaan, Dr. Hikmat Hadoush, Dr. Ala’a Jaber, Dr. Noor Ismael, Dr.
Alham Alsharman and Mrs. Rawanda Hamdan from JUST, Dr. Mais Aldughmi
from The University of Jordan, and Dr. Haifa Batarseh and Dr. Mohammad
Madi from the Hashemite University. This training program was attended by
almost a thousand attendees form Jordan, Arab Gulf, Palestine and other
countries. The participants, mainly rehabilitation clinicians, expressed their

gratitude for the initiative of organizing such fruitful webinars, especially
during the COVID-19 pandemic while everybody is staying at home.
Professor Ziad Albataineh, the Dean of Faculty of Applied Medical Sciences,
commented that this program is a practical translation of the Faculty
and University mission of delivering high-quality continuing education
development provided to the students and professional in the fields of
physical therapy and occupational therapy. Also, the Head of Rehabilitation
Department, Dr. Mazen Alghazo, acknowledged the efforts put into
organizing this training program which is considered one of the initiatives
to serve the community.
From his side, the director of JUST-CRS project, Dr. Mohammad Nazzal,
explains that this training program is part of many other activities aiming to
expand and spread the knowledge to students and professionals. Besides,
this project is a completion of the Train of Trainers program, which was held
in the UK, Turkey and Portugal. He adds that this professional development
program was supposed to be a regular face to face program. However, due to
the current COVID-19 pandemic, and to continue providing the opportunity
professional development the project administration decided to conduct
this program entirely online, especially that JUST provides the required
platforms as well as technological support. He continues that the program
includes highly qualified academics form JUST, Hashemite University and
the University of Jordan and that the program was widely appreciated and
welcomed from physical and occupational therapists in Jordan as well as
the Arabic countries.
The Director of the Center of E-Learning and Open Educational Resources,
Dr. Mohammad Al-Smadi, also stated that “Maharat Platform” is a platform
for Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) that was launched early this year.
This platform is a part of JUST mission to disseminate the utilization of open
educational resources and continuing education in the Jordanian society. Dr.
Al-Smadi has reiterated that Maharat at JUST is the first university platform
among all Jordanian universities, and it is a free open educational platform
that is being offered free of charge, as a community service contribution
from JUST to our society.

JUST Quickly Transfers
Theoretical Courses to Online
Courses

JUST President, Prof. Sa’eb Khresat confirmed that the university, through
its various centers, has completed the transformation of its theoretical
courses into online courses offered using various educational tools as
synchronous and asynchronous lectures. The synchronous online lectures
have been offered using various educational technologies including Zoom,
BigBlueButton, Skype, and Microsoft Teams. While the asynchronous online
lectures have been offered as video-based lectures posted on YouTube,
Facebook, OneDrive, DropBox, etc. combined by online discussion forums.
Khresat indicated that 88% of the courses transferred successfully into
online courses during the first week of the country’s quarantine to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 and whereas 95% of the courses have transferred
successfully during the second week.
Khresat indicated that the university offered approximately 1,100 theoretical
courses on the second semester of the academic year 2019/2020 from
the various colleges of the university, and approximately 25,000 students
attended these courses. He also pointed out that the university has, for
years, provided for each course an online page on the learning management
system at a rate of 100% technology-enabled courses and leaves the option
for the faculty member to use and activate it.
Khresat also praised the efforts of the faculty members to fully adapt and
convert the educational content of their courses into interactive electronic
content during the COVID-19 global pandemic and their keenness to
continue the learning process. He also praised the efforts made by the staff
of the center for e-learning and open educational resources in providing
the necessary technical support on various services and applications and
overcoming all difficulties facing by the faculty members and the students.

Moreover, the Director of the Center for E-Learning and Open Educational
Resources, Dr. Mohammad Al-Smadi, confirmed the readiness of the
various E-Learning services at the university, and that the center since
its establishment in 2017 worked on achieving a strategic plan with three
main goals covered enhancing the infrastructure, providing an attractive
E-Learning environment, and improving the capabilities of the faculty and
students in the field of E-Learning. Striving to achieve the center’s strategic
plan facilitated the quick transition to online education in a short time, Dr.
Alsmadi indicated that the university’s learning management system is
being used on a daily basis by at least 15,000 users, accessing the system
more than 30,000 times daily, in addition to using other applications such
as Zoom, BigBlueButton, Skype, Microsoft Teams, and E-Learning resources
through subscriptions provided by the university’s library.

Erasmus+ ICM Experience
at JUST

Zeena K. Shawakfeh, a student of
English language and Linguistics
shares her Erasmus experience at
Wszechnica_Polska_University,
Poland, Fall 2019.
#JUST_Humans_of_Erasmus
----------------------------------------Going on Erasmus is definitely the
hardest yet the best decision I’ve
ever made. Hard because it was the
first time for me to travel abroad
alone away from family and friends,
to live in a totally different country,
out of my comfort zone. The best
experience because soon after I
got rid of the chains of doubt and
I came to realize that I had a great
opportunity on a golden platter
and it was about time to seize that
opportunity, try new things, be
more dependent, make new friends
and unforgettable memories.
Indeed, that was exactly what I
did. Living alone, and in a foreign
country was the first step of me
being more self-reliant, it made
me realize how strong of a person
I can be, and I was able to know a
part of myself I never knew before.

I got to know the Polish history and culture, learn the Polish language, and
experience the life of a Polish person, and now I can officially say I can cope
pretty well with a freezing weather. One of the best things that happened to
me was meeting the most amazing people that I now consider my second
family.
Erasmus made my dream of visiting stunning and new places become a
reality that fortunately I was able to visit countries other than Poland that
each had its own different kind of beauty, that left me with unforgettable
memories.
I am very grateful for everyone who supported me and made this
opportunity possible for me, specially my family, and the whole IRO team,
most importantly Ms. Fawzia Amoura!
Kocham Polska!
--------------------------------------------------What is the Erasmus+ ICM program?
Erasmus+ International Credit Mobility program is an exchange program
funded by the European Union. It allows students from Jordanian Higher
Educational Institutions to spend part of their studies in another higher
education institution (HEI) in Europe for a maximum of two semesters.
Students receive fund to cover their mobility expenses (Travel expenses and
monthly allowance). The International Relations Office at JUST manages
the mobility program at JUST.
Be the next and join the mobility program. Calls are published at the
beginning of each semester by email and through the IRO social media
platforms.
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Shahd Douglas

Alumni
I’m Shahd Douglas, I have earned my
bachelor’s degree in Dental Laboratory
Technology from Jordan University of
Science and Technology in 2015, I was
ranked first among 2011 batch.
During my undergraduate journey, I was
interested in creating health awareness
content via videos, using social media as a
channel, which urged me to apply to Public
Health/Health Education master’s degree
program. At the same year, I received a
scholarship from JUST to study Public
Health/Health Education master’s degree.
That journey was unique, as it was an
opportunity to excel. I joined one of the
business incubators, to establish my own
startup. My dream came true, I established
“TechTeb”; an Uber-like mobile application
for in house medical services. For this, I
have received the Spirit of Tech-I Award
from the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS) and
Global innovation through Science and
Technology (GIST).
In 2017, I earned my Master’s degree
with an excellent GPA. Following that, I
published my first paper at the Eastern
Mediterranean Health Journal (EMRO)
by WHO, which was a motivation for me
to continue in creating health awareness
content. In 2018, I launched “Healthology”

a video series, that supports the Sustainable
Development Goals and scientific research
providing up to date medical studies to promote
healthy lifestyles. At the same year, I moved to
Qatar to participate at the World Innovation
Summit for Health (WISH), and then started
working as a Health Educator at the Qatar Red
Crescent. Currently, I’m working as a Public
Health specialist at a company inside Qatar
Science and Technology Park (QSTP), aims at
elevate health and wellbeing via technology. I
believe that to be successful, you have to use
each day as an opportunity to improve, to be
better, to get a little bit closer to your goals. It
might sound like a lot of work, but the best part
is, the more you accomplish, the more you’ll
want to do, the higher you’ll want to reach. So
as long as you have the hunger for success, you
will always have the power within you to achieve
it.
I dedicate my achievements to JUST where
I started, to my family, and to all my sincere
professors who guided me throughout my
journey.

