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1. Introduction

» The agricultural sector is the cornerstone of Palestinian economic.

» The Occupied Palestinian Territory is facing a rapid population growth
with limited water resources.

« Since 1967 Israel has occupied the Palestinian territory and has
maintained a tight grip of control on available water resources.

« Palestine is experiencing a severe water crisis caused mainly
by the lack of control over the Palestinian water resources.

« Maldistribution and overuse of water resources by Israel has
aggravated development.

« Separation wall and settlements have confiscated land .

o
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2. Water resources in the occupied Palestinian territory
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A) The West Bank aquifer system

Aquifer Potential Palestinian
(MCM/year) allocation*
(MCM)
Eastern 172 74.5*%*
Northeastern 145 42
Western 362 22
Total/ year 679 138.5

* Oslo Accords, Article 40, Annex Ill of the Interim Agreement
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B) The Jordan River

The Johnston Plan, which was formulated by the United States
in the 1950s and has become defacto customary law in the
region, proffered a proposal for equitable distribution of the
Jordan River waters between the five states sharing its banks:
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, and Palestine

,,,,,,

The plan also called for construction of a \WWest Ghor \\ /

/
| DeadSea

Jordan

Canal to provide the Palestinians with an estimated
250 MCM of water per year.

C) The Gaza Coastal Aquifer

The coastal aquifers yearly sustainable yield is estimated at 450 MCM
per year in Israel and 55 MCM per year in Gaza.
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3. The water regime of the Israeli occupation in the West Bank:
Water restrictions and demolitions

Military Order 92, issued on 15 August,1967, granted complete
authority over all water related issues in the oPt to the Israeli army.

Military Order 158 of 19 November 1967 stipulated the
Palestinians could not construct or possess any new water
installation without first obtaining a permit from the Israeli
army, otherwise, it would be confiscated.

o
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4. Water consumption
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Source: B’'Tselem 2011a,; B'Tselem 2010; ARIJ 2012

Israeli water policies allow for distribution of only 50 to 70 cubic liters of water per
day for each Palestinian household, which is less than half of the 100 to 150 cubic
liters recommended by the World Health Organization for the minimum to average
sanitary conditions necessary for healthy living.
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5. Water Crisis and agriculture development

Water availability Access to agricultural land

Only about 14% of the cultivated land is irrigated in oPt, and these restriction is
particularly severe in the West Bank, where only 9% (about 148,153 dunum) of
the agricultural land is irrigated.
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5. Water Crisis and agriculture development/cont.

An additional 657,230 dunums could be irrigated if enough water were available and the
other Israeli restrictions were lifted.

Palestinians allocated none from Jordan River, and this has constrained the development
and irrigation of about 50,000 dunums in the Jordan Valley.

o
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6. Separation wall

Separation wall has created Seam Zones which have captured 238km2 of agricultural
land (23.3 percent of Palestinian agricultural production) and construction of the wall
has uprooted 8.4km2 of olive groves and orchards.

Separation Wall illegally isolates 28 groundwater wells in the oPt where these well
produce 4 MCM annually.

The World Bank (2009) estimates the economic losses of agriculture related to the
construction of the separation wall and the closure of land located in Area C at 1.4% of
GDP and the loss of 14,880 jobs.
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7. Water pollution

Pollution of Palestinian water sources by Israel is a common occurrence and
makes what little water is available for Palestinians unsanitary and undrinkable.
Israeli settlements dump sewage and wastewater into the Palestinian valleys
below.

Furthermore, Israeli industries are increasingly relocating to West Bank hilltops to
avoid strict Israeli environmental regulations. Over 200 of these industries dump
factory effluents and waste directly onto Palestinian agricultural land

o
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Rregional and international agreements regarding water-sharing and
transboundary watercourses (Palestinian water rights)

International conventions and decisions have addressed this fundamental right to
water and have increasingly provided support for Palestine’s claim to water

rights.

International Law Association (ILA) has adopted the Helsinki Rules on the Uses of
the Waters of International Rivers (1966),

Seoul Rules on of International Watercourses (1997),

and the Berlin Rules on Water Resources (2004).
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8. Conclusion

Water availability (access to water) accompanied with physical interventions mainly

access to agricultural land have constrained the development of agriculture sector in
oPt.

Water crisis in the oPt represents a major constrain against agriculture development.
In this context if enough water were available to the Palestinians, the Palestinian
agricultural sector could . This would occur

mainly by irrigating all the suitable agricultural land and by developing high value-
added agricultural products in the Jordan Valley.
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