The Top Recommendations
of the 7" International Scientific Agricultural Conference (SSAC-2012)

Jordan University of Science and Technology
Irbid-Jordan, 8 to 10 October 2012

The Seventh International Scientific Agricultural Conference was patronized by His
Royal Highness Prince Hamzah Bin Al-Hussein under theme "Agriculture for food Security".
SSAC-2012 was held by the Faculty of Agriculture at the Jordan University of Science and
Technology in Irbid, Jordan in collaboration with Faculties of Agriculture at Jordanian
Universities, Association of Agricultural Engineers and National Center for Agricultural
Research and Extension.

The presented papers focused on the issues associated with the areas of agriculture,
food, water and environment (74 papers from g countries in the region and beyond). The
conference was accompanied by a comprehensive agricultural exhibition with the
participation of a number of agricultural institutions and companies and the departments of
the Faculty of Agriculture at the University, in addition to displaying some creative projects by
faculty students.

The final session was conducted by HE. Prof. Fayez Khasawneh (Former Ministry of
Agriculture) as chairman and Prof. Ghazi Al-Karaki as rapporteur to discuss and develop
recommendations by the participants in the conference. Here are the top recommendations of
the conference:

1) Raise a letter of thanks and gratitude to His Royal Highness Prince Hamzah Bin Al Hussein
for his patronage of the conference.

2) Promote cooperation and exchange of visits between the researchers from the countries
participating in the conference to take advantage of the expertise and specialized research
results.

3) Necessity to revise the plans at universities and modernized and developed to fit the
agricultural higher education curricula with the needs of the agricultural sector and the
labor market.

4) Necessity to exploit the possibilities of natural resources and scientific skills in order to
achieve the objectives of agricultural development and thereby achieve food security.

5) Increase the effectiveness of agricultural extension in agricultural ministries and
institutions of government to make farmers aware of the direction of a modern agriculture
and coordination with universities by opening extension offices to transfer the results of
scientific agricultural research to field application in farmers' fields.

6) Encourage the participation of farmers in scientific agricultural conferences and honor
distinguished of them.

7) Necessity to use modern technologies in agriculture and food such as nanotechnology
techniques and others to ensure increased agricultural production and improve the quality
of food and thus improve food security.

8) The optimal exploitation of available water resources in order to maximize productivity per
unit of water used under the prevailing environmental conditions.

9) Intensify efforts to develop new plant varieties by exploiting the available germplasm and
that fit with the prevailing environmental conditions, particularly drought and climate
change, because of their importance in increasing agricultural production.



10)

11)

12)

13)

14)
15)

16)

Give importance to combat agricultural pests, especially integrated pest management and
biotechnology and the development of varieties resistant to diseases and pests.

Necessity to give livestock development more attention by improving the production and
provision of production inputs and other feed using modern techniques as well as animal
health attention because of their importance in improving the food security of
communities.

Necessity to direct the scientific agricultural research to give particularly role to transfer of
agricultural technology because of their importance in the improvement and development
of agricultural production and thus improve the food security of communities.

Respect the significant role of agricultural companies in private sector in the
implementation of agricultural development projects and encourage them to create more
jobs for graduates of agricultural faculties in the universities.

Necessity to develop a set of mechanisms by which to activate Arab economic integration
and optimal use of available resources.

Invite the Ministries of Agriculture and others concerned in application of the final
recommendations of the conference and put them into practice.

Hold the next conference (eighth) at the National Center for Agricultural Research and
Extension during the year 2014 or 2015.

Finally the participants in the conference would like to appreciate the efforts of the
organizing committee of the conference of good preparation and organization of the
conference, which was reflected on the success of the conference dramatically and
effectively.

Rapporteur of the recommendations session
Chairman of the organizing committee
Prof. Ghazi Al-Karaki
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