
 1 

 
Jordan University of Science and Technology  

Faculty of Applied Medical Sciences  

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences 

13/14 

 

Course Information  

Course Title Learning Theories & Learning Disabilities 

Course No. AS 213 

 

Prerequisites NA 

Course Website NA 

Instructor Fadwa Khwaileh, Ph.D. 

E-mail fakhwaileh@just.edu.jo 

Office Location   

Office Phone                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Office Hours  

Teaching Assistant(s) NA 

Course Description  

The course provides basic understanding of learning including information of psychological concepts 

that are related to learning theories and its application on the human learning and learning disabilities. 

The course undertakes thoroughly the concept of developmental dyslexia, its manifestations, 

incidence, types, sex differences, genetic aspects. A comprehensive discussion of the various 

etiological factors will be presented. Various methods of assessment and treatment of 

developmental dyslexia will entail adequate management of the different levels of impairments 

associated with this syndrome. 

 

Textbook  

Title  Learning Disabilities: Foundation,Characteristics 

and Effective Teaching 

Author(s)  Hallahan. D, Lloyd.J, Kauffman. J, Weiss. M, and 

Martinez.E. 

Publisher  Pearson Education, Inc. 

Year  2005 

Edition  3
rd

  

Book Website  NA  

References  Theories of Human Learning: What the Professor 
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Said, 6th Edition. Guy R. Lefrancois (2006). 

Wadsworth Publishers 

 

 

 

 

Assessment  

Assessment  Due Date  Percentage  

First Exam   30%  

Second Exam   30%  

Final Exam  To be arranged by the Registrar 

Office 

40%  

 

Course Objectives  Percentage  

 

1. Knowledge of learning theories, disabilities, and comprehensive view of 

developmental dyslexia  

 

 

 

30% 

 

 

2. Knowledge of the neural, organic, & genetic etiologies of LD 

 

 

15% 

3. Knowledge of the various methods of diagnosis and evaluation of learning 

disabilities  

25% 

4. Knowledge of the various therapy approaches of learning disabilities   30% 

 

Teaching and Learning Methods 

1- Classes 

2- textbook 

3- Power point Presentations 

4- Practical demonstrations 

5- Handouts 

 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to  

1. Understand learning theories, disabilities, and developmental dyslexia  

2. Understand the underlying neural, organic, and genetic mechanisms involved in LD. 

3. Apply the necessary evaluation methods for LD 

4. Apply the specific therapy procedures for the different types of LD and associated disorders 
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Course Content 

Week Topics Chapters 

 Course introduction & policies Syllabus 

  What is Learning+Definition of theory+ 

Learning Theories: Bahaviorism (Watson, 

Pavlov, Skinner) 

 

PP  

 Learning Theories: Cognitivism (Merril, 

Burner
 

PP  

 Learning Theories: Constructivism (Vigotsky, 

Piaget, Dewey 

PP  

 First Exam  PP 

 What is learning disability (basic concepts) 

 

PP 

 Causes of LD +Signs and Symptom of LD PP 

 Sex differences 

Subtypes of developmental dyslexia 

PP  

 Genetic aspects of dyslexia + Neurological 

basis and Emotional correlates of dyslexia 

 

PP 

 Second exam  PP 

 Cognitive perspective and etiology of Dyslexia 

 

PP 

 Assessment of intelligence PP 

 Assessment of attainments PP 

 Assessment of motor, memory, and perceptual 

functions 

PP 

 Treatment of dyslexia PP 

 Final Exam TBA 

Registrar  

 


