JORDAN   UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Faculty of Medicine - DEPT. of Public Health.

HEALTH ECONOMICS (PH734)
2 credit hours 

Instructor: Dr. Yousef Saleh Al-Gaud  

Office: Department of public Health; 

Course Description
The supply and demand for health services. Markets for health professionals and health care provider firms. Discusses the roles of insurance, managed care and HMO's, professional licensure, for-profit and not-for-profit provider firms, and information problems in health care markets. Regulation, government financing of health care and health care reform issues discussed.

Course Objective and Goals 
Overall Course Objective:
To apply economic analysis to both market and non-market (i.e. government) institutions to increase understanding of health care markets.

Course Goals: 
The successful student will:
1. Use basic economic analysis and statistical tools to answer questions about issues concerning the health care industry. 

2. Gain historical and current information on health related markets in the U.S. and in the rest of the world to gain an appreciation of the relevance of economic theory in its application to health care markets. 

3. Develop a detailed demand and supply model of the health care industries. 

4. Develop an understanding of the effects of third-​party financing of health care on health care costs. 

5. Compare and contrast the U.S. health care market and institutions with those of selected countries from around the world. 

6. Discuss the roles of both public and private sector financing of health care and the division between public and private health care goods and services. 

7. Analyze the role of professional education, training and licensing in physician and allied health professions, and their effects on quality and cost of health care. 

8. Compare and contrast the market and the public sector as organizing forces in the structure, conduct and performance of the health industry. 

9. Examine the structure of health care markets and the public and private institutions that make up the competitive environment for the health care organization. 

10. Discuss the role of profit and not-​for-​profit provider firms in the health care industry. 

11. Analyze the role of limited information (significant information costs) on the competitive environment of the health care industry and its role in the problems of supplier-​induced demand and moral hazard with health insurance. 

Course Requirements and Method of Evaluation
Course Requirements:
1. Attendance at all class meetings. 

2. Text readings as in Course Outline, below, as well as articles, handouts, and materials on reserve in the library. 

3. Students must give an oral critique on at least one paper by their classmates. 

4. Students must critique the text and other materials. 

5. Knowledge of basic principles of economics and statistics. 

6. Midterm and Final Examinations must be taken. 

. 

Working schedule for Health Economics 

	#
	Topic
	Learning method

	Lecture 1
	The basic economic questions and  Basic economic questions
	Instructor, 12-2

	Lecture 2
	Efficiency
	Instructor, 12-2

	Lecture 3
	Demand and Supply
	Instructor, 12-2

	Lecture 4
	Determination of supply
	Instructor, 12-2

	Exam 
	1st Exam for health economics. Paper work (30 points)

	
	

	Lecture 5 
	I. economic analysis of production

II. economic analysis of costs

III. marginal analysis

IV. market structure

V. The firm and its objectives
	Student Presentation , 9-2

	Lecture 6 
	Measurement and valuation in health care
	Instructor, 12-2

	Lecture 7
	I. Financial analysis and economic appraisal

II. Financing health care
	Instructor, 9-2

	Exam
	2nd Exam for health economics. presentation  of topics in lecture 5 and 7.


	
	

	Lecture 8
	Quantitative analysis in health economics
	Group Discussion, 10-2

	Lecture 9
	Health information & statistics
	Group Discussion, 10-2

	Lecture 10
	Human resources
	Problem-based learning

	Lecture 11
	H. sector reform
	Problem-based learning

	Lecture 12
	Quality Assurance
	Problem-based learning

	Lecture 13
	H. Insurance
	Problem-based learning

	Lecture 14
	National H. account
	Problem-based learning

	Lecture 16-25
	Papers on selected topic
	Presentation and critique


