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Programs of Oral Health in the Community

Community oral health programs aim to provide 
an opportunities for improving oral health 

consequently, overall health.

Dental Public Health: a science and the art of :

• Preventing oral disease

• Promoting oral health 

• Improving the quality of life 

Through the organized efforts of society



Essential Public Health Services For Oral Health

Core public health functions : 

• Assessment

• Policy Development

• Assurance

To build the basic practice of public health at 

the community.



** A Coalition: a diverse group of 

individuals, organizations, and agencies 

that unite to reach a common goal.

** An oral health coalition: is a 

cooperative effort on the part of many 

individuals and organizations to build 

systems and develop programs that 

improve the community oral health.



Examples of Community Oral Health Programs

• Fluoridation

• Sealants

• Oral Health Education

• Services For Older Adults



Dental Sealants

• Effective primary preventive strategy

• Commonly used to protect permanent 

molars from decay

• One goal of Healthy People 2010 is to 

have 50% of children receiving dental 

sealants on their permanent molars.

• Healthy People 2020 objective is to 

Enhance school-based or school-linked 

dental sealant programs



Dental Sealants (Cont.)

• Many states in USA have instituted school-based dental 

sealant programs.

• In some programs, mobile dental vans are sent to schools 

and the sealants are applied in the van.

• In other programs, portable equipment is transported from 

school to school and is set up in a available spaces.

• Students are then brought to the designated room for the 

procedure.

• Generally focuses on 6-8  and 12-14 years old, 1st and 2nd 

molars eruption.



Services for Older Adults

• Older adult are now the 

fastest growing segment 

of the population in the 

USA.

• Elderly not only are living 

longer, but also are 

keeping their natural teeth.

• They in need of dental 

services and a means to pay 

for the services.

• An example of a program 

for elderly dental care at 

reduced cost is “ Apple Tree 

Geriatric Dental Program”.



Services for Older Adults

• This program provides both primary educational 

services along with secondary restorative treatment 

and tertiary services that include making and fitting 

partials and dentures.

• It expands to include pt. With special needs, 

children with disabilities and indigent families.





Good Oral Habits




