
                                                                                                         
                                                                                                        

 

 

Study Plan for Master of Arts in Applied Linguistics 
 

 

Master of Arts in Applied Linguistics is awarded by the Faculty of Graduate Studies at Jordan 

University of Science and Technology (JUST) upon the fulfillment of the following 

requirements: 

 

1. Compliance with the J.U.S.T. Master's Degree regulations approved by the Council of  Deans 

(No. 492/2006), dated 8/8/2006. 

2. Successful completion of (34) credit hours in one of the following tracks: 

 

First: Thesis Track 

 

1. Compulsory Requirements: (16) credit hours as follows: 

Course Code Course Name Credit Hours 

ENG 701 Applied Linguistics 3 

ENG 761 Semantics and Pragmatics 3 

ENG 771 Syntax 3 

ENG 781 Phonetics and Phonology 3 

ENG 791 Research Design and Methodology 3 

ENG 792 Seminar 1 

 

2. Elective Requirements: (9) credit hours to be chosen from the following courses: 

Course Code Course Name Credit Hours 

ENG 702 Sociolinguistics 3 

ENG 704 Psycholinguistics 3 

ENG 705 Contrastive Linguistics 3 

ENG 706 Stylistics 3 

ENG 711 Intercultural Communication 3 

ENG 721 Interpretation and Translation for Special Purposes 3 

ENG 731 Language Acquisition 3 

ENG 732 Information Technology for Language Teaching 3 

ENG 736 English for Specific Purposes 3 

ENG 793 Advanced Topics in Linguistics 3 

ENG 794 Advanced Topics in Teaching/Learning English as a 

Foreign Language 

3 

 

 



 

 3. Master's Thesis (ENG 799): A total of 9 credit hours as follows: 

Course  Code Course Name Credit Hours 

ENG 799 A Thesis 9 

ENG 799 B Thesis 6 

ENG 799 C Thesis 3 

ENG 799 D Thesis 0 

 

 

Second: Non-Thesis Track 

 

1. Compulsory Requirements: (25) credit hours as follows: 

Course 

Number 

Course Title Credit hours 

ENG 701 Applied Linguistics 3 

ENG 721 Interpretation and Translation for Special Purposes 3 

ENG 732 Information Technology for Language Teaching 3 

ENG 734 Teaching/Learning English as a Foreign Language 3 

ENG 761 Semantics and Pragmatics 3 

ENG 771 Syntax 3 

ENG 781 Phonetics and Phonology 3 

ENG 791 Research Design and Methodology 3 

ENG 792 Seminar 1 

ENG 798 Comprehensive Exam 0 

 

2. Elective Requirements: (9) credit hours to be chosen from the following courses: 

Course 

Number 

Course Title Credit hours 

ENG 702 Sociolinguistics 3 

ENG 704 Psycholinguistics 3 

ENG 705 Contrastive Linguistics 3 

ENG 706 Stylistics 3 

ENG 711 Intercultural Communication 3 

ENG 731 Language Acquisition 3 

ENG 736 English for Specific purposes 3 

ENG 751 Morphology 3 

ENG 793 Advanced Topics in Linguistics 3 

ENG 794 Advanced Topics in Teaching/Learning English as a 

Foreign Language. 

3 

 

3. Passing the Comprehensive Exam (ENG 798): zero credit hour. 

 

 

 

 



Course Description 
 

ENG 701 Applied Linguistics:   (3 Credit Hours) 

The aim of this course is to examine (among other but less directly relevant issues) problems 

surrounding language teaching and learning. We shall consider why people learn languages, what 

they need to know in order to communicate effectively; and how they should be taught. In doing 

so, we shall relate our discussion to the rapidly changing position of English in the contemporary 

world, and to changes in global communication in general. In particular, we shall examine the 

ongoing debate between traditional views of language learning and more recent `communicative', 

`natural' and `task-based' approaches. We shall consider the rival claims for attention to fluency 

or accuracy, form and meaning, linguistic knowledge and cultural knowledge. We shall also 

consider the changing roles of teachers and learners, and the intellectual and ideological currents 

which shape changes in the educational curriculum. In addressing the problems of teaching and 

learning, we shall consider which models of language and communication are best suited to 

developing our understanding of language and communication in use. We shall see how ideas 

from linguistics interact with insights from other disciplines to produce a rich and complex model 

of the knowledge and abilities needed for successful language teaching and learning.  

 

ENG 702 Sociolinguistics:  (3 Credit Hours) 

Sociolinguistics and Dialectology both deal with the relationship between language and society. 

Both have as their raw material language variation (e.g. differences between accents and 

dialects). Dialectology is the `parent' discipline of some parts of sociolinguistics- those concerned 

with social differences in speech and the social explanation of language change. 'Traditional 

dialectology' was concerned with the way linguistic features vary geographically, while `modern 

dialectology' is interested in differences in phonological and grammatical 'systems' - bringing 

modern linguistic insights into the description of linguistic differences.  

 

These dialectological matters will feed into the more `sociolinguistic' issues just mentioned - the 

relationship between language and social parameters, including sex, class, age, context, and the 

immediate influence of a person's social contacts on the way he or she speaks. The dialectological 

perspective on language change will be broadened to consider what happens when two languages 

or dialects are in contact in a community. but a more wide-ranging approach will be taken, too, 

and we will be covering such diverse topics as language attitudes, national language planning and 

bilingualism.  

 

ENG 703 Discourse Analysis:   (3 Credit Hours) 

Discourse Analysis is concerned with the description of written and spoken language in use. It 

aims to identify systems and patterns within discourse and to relate these features to the context 

in which the language is produced. This course will focus on English language data and will 

introduce some principal issues in the description of discourse, such as conversation structure, 

exchange structure, coherence and cohesion in text, and the organization of information. 

 

Topics to be introduced and discussed include meaning in interaction, the organization of 

interaction, conversation analysis and ethnographic approaches to discourse, critical discourse 

analysis, genre and discourse patterning, and contrastive rhetoric.  

 



ENG 704 Psycholinguistics:   (3 Credit Hours) 

The aims of this course are to develop an awareness of the types of methods used in investigation 

of language processing; an understanding of current processing models in speech, syntax and the 

lexicon; an appreciation of the relationship between cognition and language, and between written 

and spoken language processing; an understanding of the main research specialization within the 

area; and the ability to read independently in the research literature.  

 

Students will also be introduced to spoken and visual word recognition, syntax and parsing, 

language and thought, child language, models of production and comprehension, and language 

processing in aphasia and dyslexia. Then, the format changes to guided seminar-type discussions 

of recently published research articles, selected to represent current trends in the field.  

 

ENG 705 Contrastive Linguistics:   (3 Credit Hours) 

This course aims to study contrastive analysis (CA) as a general approach to the investigation of 

language, particularly as carried on in certain areas of applied linguistics, such as foreign 

language teaching and translation, where the points of structural difference between two 

languages are identified, and those are then studied as areas of potential difficulty in foreign 

language learning. Topics to be introduced and discussed include the psychological basis of CA, 

the linguistic components of CA, microlinguistic CA, macrolinguistics and CA, and pedagogical 

exploitation of CA. 

 

ENG 706 Stylistics:   (3 Credit Hours) 

The course will examine critically the arguments for and against the use of literature in foreign 

language teaching. It will consider what is distinctive about literary uses of language by close 

analysis of texts from drama, prose and poetry, and contrast these with quasi-literary uses of 

language in advertising, pop music, and tv drama. It will propose a stylistic approach to literary 

analysis, and seek to demonstrate that such an approach can show that there is something in the 

very character of literature as verbal art which provides pedagogic potential for the teaching of 

language.  

 

ENG 707 Rhetorics  (3 Credit Hours) 

This is a graduate-level course in rhetorics that aims at introducing the students to the set of 

definitions, tactics, and theories in this field and their impact on the study and teaching of 

English.  Furthermore, this course studies how rhetorics in English influence the teaching of 

composition. The course examines how cultural factors such as history, politics, ideology, 

gender, race and ethnicity affect the composing process. It encourages students to think of 

composition as an open, multi-cultural event of imagination and social innovation.  

 

ENG 711 Intercultural Communication:    (3 Credit Hours) 

The aim of this course is to distinguish between different levels of cultural analysis, distinguish 

between the cultural and the personal, recognize cultural differences in communication style, and 

relate these differences to underlying cultural dimensions. The course equally aims to make 

students accept cultural differences as viable alternatives to organizing and maintaining human 

existence, develop communication skills that facilitate intercultural communication, apply 

insights and skills to teaching, and develop an intercultural program on a principled basis.  

 

 



ENG 721 Interpretation and Translation for Special Purposes:    (3 Credit Hours) 

The taught part of the course involves theoretical and practical training in various methods and 

techniques of   interpreting and translating. The theoretical components are based around 

interpretation and translation studies. These components are not only vital for the working 

interpreter and translator but form a theoretical base for the thesis (if any). The main emphasis of 

the course is on practical interpretation and translation into and out of Arabic. Workshops are 

taught by native speakers of the target language. The course includes professional note-taking, 

and consecutive and simultaneous interpreting.  Students spend some hours each week studying 

English to improve speaking, listening writing and reading skills. Students are also advised to 

take a course in Information Technology which includes English and Arabic word processing, 

editing   and electronic mail, vital skills for the professional translator and interpreter. Students 

will be asked to interpret and/or translate material taken from mass media, and speeches made by 

politicians and diplomats in both Arabic and English and vice versa. 

 

ENG 731 Language Acquisition:   (3 Credit Hours) 

This course will provide the student with knowledge in recent linguistically-driven research into 

language acquisition. It will also aim to cover a range of explanatory accounts of language 

acquisition, including the cognition hypothesis, operating principles, distributional learning, 

functional approaches, maturationism and parameter-setting within a learnability framework, as 

well as environmentally-driven and processing approaches including connectionism.  

 

ENG 732 Information Technology for Language Teaching:   (3 Credit Hours) 

The aims of this course are To equip participants with the ability to assess the potential of IT in 

language teaching; provide students with principles for using IT effectively; introduce 

participants to, and explore with them, a range of issues involved in the use of IT in language 

teaching; familiarize them with recent research into IT applications in language teaching.  

 

The course looks at both theoretical principles and practical pedagogical issues. The emphasis 

will be on how IT can be used to support language teaching and learning in pedagogically 

justifiable ways. Subject to time constraints and the interests of participants, topics will include 

history of CALL, theoretical issues in CALL, software evaluation, IT applications to speaking 

and listening skills development;   IT applications to reading and writing skills development, 

using the Internet,   concordancing and corpora, multimedia, CALL materials design and training 

in the writing of basic multimedia language learning materials. 

 

ENG 733 Language in Education:     (3 Credit Hours) 

This course will investigate the role of language and literacy in educational practice, considering 

how both theories about language and institutional practices affect the ways language is used and 

taught in educational settings. We aim to explore aspects of both the role of language in learning 

and the learning of language. The course will look at language teaching from a range of 

perspectives, encouraging students to consider the effects of the historical, socio-cultural and 

local contexts on language teaching practices. Students will have opportunities to develop their 

skills in analyzing language data from classroom contexts as well as their understanding of 

teaching and learning.  

 

 

 



ENG 734 Teaching/Learning English as a Foreign Language:  (3 Credit Hours) 

This course aims to review general theories of teaching and learning English as a foreign 

language and to consider the implications of these theories for foreign language learning and 

teaching. It also aims to consider the practical implications of research into important factors in 

language teaching and learning connected with the learner and the circumstances of learning. The 

main topics dealt with will be:  

 

The nature and development of theories; behaviorism and its relevance; cognitive theories of 

learning: concept-formation, information-processing and skill theory approaches 

 

Foreign Language Learning Processes  

Contrastive analysis; Interlanguage and error analysis; the monitor/comprehensible input model; 

current approaches   to L1 transfer; variable competence models; sociolinguistic and discourse 

models; Foreign Language Learning Conditions; Input, interaction and output in language 

learning; the influence of instruction on learning; Learner Variables in Foreign Language 

Learning; Motivation and attitude; aptitude; learning styles and strategies 

 

ENG 735 Language Testing:  (3 Credit Hours) 

This course aims to familiarize participants with the basic concepts, issues and methods of 

language testing. The following topics will be covered:  

 

     Fundamental concepts in classical language testing  

     Test specifications: operations and conditions  

     The testing of spoken interaction  

     The testing of writing  

     The testing of reading  

     The testing of listening  

     The testing of general proficiency  

     The test-development process  

     Marker/rater training:  

     Criteria of assessment  

     Standardization to criterion performances  

     Script libraries  

     Video packs  

     Feedback from test data  

     Test validation procedures  

     Recent developments 

 

ENG 736 English for Specific Purposes:     (3 Credit Hours) 

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) is a controversial field and though the term is widely used it 

remains difficult to define neatly. This course traces the origins and development of ESP and its 

relationship to ELT in general. It examines the various defining characteristics of ESP that have 

been suggested in the literature and explores a variety of approaches to ESP course design and 

implementation. Consideration is given to the role of the ESP teacher and to methodology in 

ESP. An important contemporary concern is with the management of ESP programs.  

 

The course will cover the following topics:  



 

     Introduction to ESP  

     What is ESP? The origins and development of ESP.  

     ESP Course Design  

     Language description  

     Needs analysis  

     Approaches to ESP course design  

     ESP Application  

     The ESP syllabus - types and functions  

     Teaching Business English  

     EAP program design  

     Materials and methods  

     The role of the ESP teacher 

 

ENG 751 Morphology:  (3 Credit Hours) 
An introduction to the grammatical and phonological analysis of words, and to the analytical 

techniques developed by various schools of linguistics, with exercises from a variety of 

languages based on published descriptions of languages representative of various morphological 

types. The course surveys theories of morphological structure and typology, including recent 

studies in generative grammar, and examines relations between morphology and other levels of 

structure in language.  

 

ENG 761 Semantics and Pragmatics:   (3 Credit Hours) 

The aims of this course are to provide a detailed introduction to and give a critical survey of a 

wide range of issues of contemporary relevance in the study of meaning. Topics will include a 

detailed introduction to pragmatics (with discussion of deixis, presupposition, implicature, speech 

act and Relevance Theory), the relationship between semantics and pragmatics, the interface 

between syntax and pragmatics, and the interaction between sociolinguistics and pragmatics.  

 

ENG 771 Syntax:   (3 Credit Hours) 

This course provides an introduction to the extended standard theory of syntax developed by 

Chomsky and his followers. It aims at familiarizing students with X-bar syntax and introducing 

syntactic concepts like constraints, deletion, filter, case and binding. This course also aims to 

introduce students to key concepts within the framework of minimalism. 

 

ENG 781 Phonetics and Phonology:  (3 Credit Hours) 

This course is based mainly on the description of English. First, it covers the vowel and 

consonant phonemes of English, and includes practical transcription work. Then, it will work 

through stress, rhythm and intonation. Theoretical approaches to phonology are also considered. 

Further, this course aims to develop skills in recognizing, transcribing and describing 

phonological processes in connected speech of several varieties of English.  

 

ENG 791 Research Design and Methodology: (3 Credit Hours) 

The purpose of this course is to study research methods and design, the construction of the 

problems and the importance of hypotheses, how they should be tested, theoretical bases, 

reviewing literature, tools and sampling techniques, and procedures of scientific inquiry. The 

course aims also to acquaint students with other areas of knowledge relevant to the use of library, 



collecting data, documentation and conducting research. Emphasis will be placed on application 

of the basic skills and concepts involved. 

 

ENG 792 Seminar:    (1 Credit Hour) 

This seminar has a number of functions: it offers the facility of a "surgery" where students can 

bring up issues and problems which have arisen in the lectures; it offers students the opportunity 

to practice analyzing and formally describing data from English and other languages; it provides 

a background to the term-papers, which students are required to write in the first two terms and a 

chance to discuss the general issues arising from them.  

 

ENG 793 Advanced Topics in Linguistics:  (3 Credit Hours) 

This course is built around discussion and analysis of a particular topic in linguistics.  Selection 

of topic is based on instructor and student’s needs and interests.  It can be designed to concentrate 

or foster certain issues and topics raised in other courses or it can be offered to cover a new and 

emerging field in linguistics. 

 

ENG 794 Advanced Topics in Teaching/Learning English as a Foreign Language: (3 Credit 

Hours) 

This course focuses on the analysis of particular topics, approaches, and models in TEFL, such as 

assessment of learner needs, relevant issues in methods and material development, program 

design, administration, testing and evaluation.  In addition, it will concentrate on the use of 

English in a selected work place such as mass media, tourism, and banking. 

 

ENG 798 Comprehensive Exam: (0 Credit Hour) 

The comprehensive examination assesses the student’s knowledge of major trends and fields in 

linguistics to determine the student’s preparation for specialized and specific studies at the 

academic level. A reading list – identifying the authors, fields, and major works, approved by a 

faculty comprehensive examination committee- is maintained by the chair of the Department 

office and is available to students. The chair of the comprehensive examination committee will 

solicit questions from faculty teaching in the program. The committee prepares an examination 

and evaluates responses. The competency expected on the comprehensive exam is the general 

background in all fields of linguistics that a professional in the field would be expected to have. 

The Master degree in applied linguistics is primarily a reading degree, requiring a broad 

background as well as expertise in certain specific areas. The program fosters these areas of 

expertise, but students are responsible for strengthening their general background knowledge. 

Possible results of the examination include: 

Pass: The Degree is awarded after all requirements (including passing the comprehensive exam) 

have been met and approved by the Department Committee of Graduate Studies. 

Conditional Pass: If the student does not successfully pass the comprehensive exam in no less 

than three out of the four areas that comprise the said exam, he will be given a conditional pass. 

This means that the student will have to sit for a make-up exam in the area he had failed to pass. 

Fail: The Degree is not awarded if the student does not successfully pass at least two out of the 

four areas that comprise the comprehensive exam.  

 

ENG 799 Thesis:   (9 Credit Hours) 

Master’s students must write a Master’s Research Thesis, which demonstrates the student’s 

ability to conduct and report original research in his or her concentration. The Master’s Thesis is 



written under the supervision of a department faculty member selected by the student and 

approved by the committee. It should be 50 to 100 pages long and is usually written in the final 

semester of the Master’s coursework. It must be formally approved by the supervisor and 

submitted to the committee for defense. 

 


